Rapid and specific determination of DNA adducts for clinical diagnosis of poisoning and disease associated with aristolochic acid.
1. A liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry method was developed to detect and characterise aristocholic acid-DNA adducts in biological samples. 2. The detection of DNA adducts in plasma, urine or the cells found in urine may be useful to support the diagnosis and monitoring of aristocholic acid-associated poisoning and disease. 3. Efforts should be made to improve the sensitivity and specificity of this approach for the detection and characterisation of exposure to other mutagens/carcinogens.